FATHER-OF-THE-FOREST — This grand old tree is estimated
10 be about 2,000 years old and is only slightly smaller than the
Sanla Cla:a lm Duung the early years of the campalgn Io save arepre-

lorest, tres wa
b

o[ lhssa trees. In 1902, public interest in coast redwaods led to the estab-
lishment of Calilornia Redwood Park, which is now known as Big Basin
Redwoods State Park-- the oldest unit in the California State Park System.

MOTHER-OF-THE-FOREST —This magnificent 329-foat-high tree
is the tallest tree in Big Basin. Fire has hollowed out its base, but
gradually, year after year, new growth lissue- - the tree's cambium layer- -
has resulted in new layers of wood and bark so that the scars and openings
are healing.

MADRONE — The shiny, magnolia-like leaves of his red-barked
evargreen! tree identily itasa madmna Itis a close relafive to the
. Madrones
thrive in relatively cool, moist areas that nevertheless get full sunlight. The
searchfor sunl i i

pallerns seen here,

MEADOW — Witten descriptions of this meadow during the

1870s refer 1o it as a wet bog. During the 1930s, however, the
central part of the meadow was excavaled and water piped in to creale a
swimming pool. More recenlly, the natural contours of this area were
restored. Nalive plants are gradually getting established and the area is
slowly recovering.

WILDLIFE NOTES

birds, and i , but most
of them are (umd anly inthe forest crown- - far above the forest floor. Still,
if you are lucky, you may see some wildlife here, including:

Blnk hll.d d-l (Odocoileus hommus subsp.)
b affraction here in Big Basin
lo( many y-as From 1902 until the 1330s, formal feeding times used to
bring many deer into the area for easy viewing. Today, however, every el-
bﬂ is being made topreserve nalural conditions and thereby enable park
joy i Veru(s are asked notto
Isedor wild deer
inflict serious wounds,

Raccoon (Procyon lotor)

Most park visitors are familiar with the antics of this masked bandit
Raccoons live mostly in trees, but they like to have water nearby in which to
bathe, forage, and moisten their food. Raccoons are active throughout the
area from dusk to dawn, but are nol often seen during the day.

Merriam chipmunk (Eutamias merriami

This lively fitle animal can often be seen running along logs or al the base
of lrees. Walch lor the mral rusly colnnng and the strped upper sides,
back, and
ments of its tail each time it 'chps

Acorn woodpecker (Melanemes formicivorus)

Waich for this boldly colored bird in the trees. It fiies from tree fo free ina
rising and falling fight path, The black back, white spots on the wings, and
peculiar ‘rack-up” call make it easy 1o identily.

Steller’s Jay (Cyanccitta steller)

This handsome, gregarious, and loud-volced blvd s most often seen on or
near the ground foraging for scraps. It body and nearly
black head, neck, breas!, and upper back. Look also for the uas1 of black
head feathers which are raised whaen it is disturbed.

Dark-eyed Junco {Junco hyemelis)
This small brown bird has a distinclively black head and “cape.” It can often
be seen on or near the ground.

We hope you have enjoyed your walk around Big Basin’s Redwood
Trail. If you would like more information about the flora and fauna of Big
Basin we hope you will visit the Nature Lodge and its fine natural history
exhbils. Park staff members are also available to answer your questions.
Daily naturalist walks and campfires programs are conducted during the
summer season.

The Santa Ci ins N: History
in 1973 in order to provide new and improved educational and intarpretive
activities in state parks throughout the Santa Cruz Mountains.

The association publishes and distributes many Kinds of park-
related publications, provides trained docents to staff the park's visitor
centers, conducts guided walks and other special programs that explore
both the natural and cultural history of the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Membership in the Santa Cruz Mountains Natura) History Associa-
tion Is open to all who ara interested. For further information o 408/335-
3174
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BIG BASIN REDWOODS

By

Welcome to Blg Basin Redwoods State Park!

Thxsuaﬂpassesbymsnﬂhabtggwl most interesting, and most
significant Cruz Mountains. It is six-tanths
ulamlhlnleng&ha»dgmnltylausabwlanhmrlommlalaﬂynu
pmmdal ly paca. Numbers

i

orif
the grove itsell, plnmlsdlvsswmnla:\ihopa’rk staff,
Over the years since Big Bash was declamdlswnpad\m |902

ever, will be unique. The patters ol growth and decay, of wnllgM and
shadow, the sounds, and smells, and animal life of this ancient forest have
never belore baan quite the way you are about Lo observe them.

Have a wonderful walk!

REDWOOD CRATER —Rounded depressions or craters like the
one thal can be seen here are common in the redwood region.
These craters indicale that a large coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
stood here for canturies and was then destroyed. Unlike giant sequoia (Se-

y sead,

feproduce bioth from seed and Th
surround this crater are offspring from the root structure of the parent tree.
The larger ones are already centuries old.

'OLD CRATER — Coast redwoods are expertsat survival, but old
age as well as fire, wind, and rain do eventually take their toll. Here
several large trees have been fellad by these forces, It should be noted,
however, that the result is not disaster but a burst of new growth, Sunlight
can now reach down Ihmugh the lorest canopy to the ground level where it

for Overthe
years, ight where they are, gradually decom-
posing and relmng their stored-up energy into the soll for future genera-
tions of forest plants and trees.

OPAL CREEK — Opal Creek is one of the major tributaries in the
WaddellCr

CHIMNEY TREE —The Chimney Tree is a lestimonial o the
durability of coas! redwoods. This tree-- a living, growing
redwood- - is entirely hollow from base to top. It is theorized that several

aventually created a perfect flue or chimney effect. One tree in this part of
the forest is recorded fo have smoldered and burned for 14 months before
thie fire died out.

butthey
are not always able to survive. Directly behind you next 1o the trail is the

ly

cumulated damage 'ol repeated fires.

You have now covered half of the Redwood Trail and will soon lurn
in the direction of the park headquarters and the parking lot.

DOUGLAS-FIR — Shade tolerant and commonly associaled with
lhn redwood Inm' Dougla&ﬁns one of the most important timber

the fast as th
dnosgmobequuahngs— six or even eight feet in base diameter-- bul
redwood:

s,

2pp
matter. Over ihs camurlas, Opd Crack has w:asvunully avarﬁawsd ns
banks, depositing rich layers of silt g

many of mdul#

ing sword and Woodwardia fern, huddsbeny. and western azalea.

Direclly across Opal Creekisthe Sanla Clara Tree. Damaged aithe
top and not exceptionally tallat 240 feet, this tree is 17 feet in diameter and
contains an estimated 240,000 board feet of lumber- - enough to build
several houses.

TANBARK OAK — The oak-like, evergreen irees hare in this
immediale areaaretan oaks (or tanbark oaks). Alongwith California’s
mhec oak trees, fan oak acoms were nn important source. of load for the
tothe

withthe
acoms, however, Instead, they stripped offthe hark and hauled it to Santa
Cruz where it was processed to yield tannic acid, large quantities of which
were used in the leather tanning indusiry.

REDWOOD BURL — Burls are a common sight throughout the

coast mdvmad forest. Most aulhodhes describe burlwood as
around

h i led the Animal or Zao Tree, o

f mble might see in a 0. , glossy-leaved

shrubs in this area are mostly huckleberry.

are vulnerable ! mh«shvﬂsollungusuﬁmnulnbemhrmhy
wind: nches long, are easiy
identified by the three-pointed bracts between the cone scales.




